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Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V3DF, 
orfex: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: me_mre@ukanline.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 






sounding/ 


0 


Live dates, multimedia events, happenings,., 
Compiled by Rob Young 





Panasonic That tour in full: the 
Finnish frequency-pushers play at 
London Breakfast Club, Silverfish (24 
September), Nottingham Jazznololgy, 
Sam Fays (26), Manchester Disobey, 
Hacienda (27), London Disobey, ULU 
(29), and London Electronic Lounge, 

First, Vakio, will finally be released on 
25 September. Enquiries to Disobey on 
0181 960 9529. 


Return To The Source 

Ritual dance and Goa trance all-nighter 
(30 September) arranged by this 



Mindfield, Cat Von Trapp and 
Frequency Generator; plus a DJ set 
from The Orb's Alex Paterson as well as 
plenty of Source regulars. Plus 

£10/512,0171 924 9999. 

Moving Music The Smith 
Quartet, one of the first chamber 

host a four night showcase of their 
repertoire at London's Place Theatre 
(13-16 September). Featured works 
include the complete quartets of 
Henryk Gorecki, and commissions from 
Django Bates, Michael Daugherty, Elena 
Alberga and Martin Butler. They’ll also 
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San Francisco 

L ocated near the corner of Divisadero and Haight 
in one of the 'quieter 1 parts of San Francisco, St 
John’s African Orthodox Church is easy to find. 
Its a neat shop front with curtains over the windows 
and an unobtrusive sign. In one window is a portrait of 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month .. . 


of the church, its history and its works. We should feel 









Mixing It Mark Russell and Robert 
Sandall front the mix of rare, strange 
and beautiful new sounds every Monday 
at 10.45pm on BBC Radio 3. 


This month’s highlights include a profile 
of Chris Cutler on September 4 and a 
studio session from blues guitarist 
Rainer Ptacek on September 18. 


Hear and Now ... at the cutting edge 
of contemporary music. Try it! Friday 
evenings till midnight on BBC Radio 3. 






































NEW FROM CHE IN 1995 













Saxophonist Steve Williamson is hotwiring jazz with the rhythmic complexities of Jungle. 
Story by Will Montgomery 





















deliver their post-industrial molecular music from within a veil of anonymity 
ihiTOof^hilosophy and DIY experimentation. Interview by Phil England 


















"FUNK IS IT'S OWN REWARD... 
MAY I FRIGHTEN YOU ?" 





OVER TWO YEARS IN THE MAKING, MARKS A REUNION OF SOME OF 

THE BIGGEST FUNKMASTERS. HAS BROUGHT TOGETHER 

, ' IN A TRIBUTE ALBUM TO THE LATE, GREAT ' OF 


DELVES INTO THE WORLD OF DEEPEST DARKEST FUNK ON AN EPIC 
COLLECTION THAT DEFIES EARTHLY DESCRIPTION. IF YOU'VE NEVER FUNKED, 
BUY THIS ALBUM AND ASK 


AN AXIOM RELEASE 




. 



adventurous British organisational forces of Artangel. 
Other projects they’ve commissioned include Rachel 
Whiteread's cast of a terraced house, subsequently 
demolished by the bastions of East London good taste; 
a radio work by Gavin Bryars; and Self Storage, Brian 
Eno and Laurie Anderson’s recent art infiltration of a 

cryptically called HG (“It's just HG. It means nothing 
else*) and will be installed in the labyrinthine 
subterranean storage vaults of Clink Street on the 
south bank of the Thames. 

The site-specific sound and visual installation is 

although he still values his extensive upbringing in 
dance work and theatre. “I’m a complete auto-didact I 
started when I was six years old to play theatre. When 
14,1 had my first rock ’n' roll band and when I finished 
school, I wanted to work in this field of electronic sound 
and I was pretty lucky. I started a job at the 
Schaubuhne Theatre in Berlin and there I met Wilson 
after three years. Since then I do my own stuff." 

Kuhn uses sound with the spatial awareness of a 

spatial quality marks his works out from those of his 
fellow minimalists, such as Steve Reich or Philip Glass, 
whose works exist in a much more traditional, linear 
progression of musical time. 


sound design sense 

Hans Peter Kuhn provides the living forests of noise that accompany the installations of 
multimedia artist Robert Wilson. Robert Clark meets a master sound builder 


O n the CD accompanying the catalogue of 

American artist Robert Wilson, wild animal yelps 


outbursts and ghostly rattles. These animate sounds are 
elsewhere set in exquisite tension with the more 
angular noises of urban worlds. There are alarming 
invasions of smashing glass and an orchestration of 
obsessive metallic hammering. This is Hans Peter 

new installation with Wilson, his long-time colleague 
and collaborator. Wilson's high assemblage - not to 
mention high-profile — operas have made use of the 
creative forces of a number of familiar figures: Philip 
Glass (in the renowned Einstein On The Beach), William 
Burroughs and Tom Waits; but it's to Hans Peter Kuhn’s 


sounds coming together that don't belong together, two 
stories come together that don't belong together. What 
happens is a third story appears and thats the story of 
the single person who comes to listen to it." 

Most of the work Kuhn and Wilson have previously 
collaborated on is referred to as 'theatre', but theatre in 
the European sense of a vibrant, open-ended space. *ln 
Germany theatre is supposed to be one of the fine art 

theatre that has been done, and what you call 
performance art happened also in the big theatres in 
Germany... There must be something that doesn't 
allow this kind of theatre being performed 


here... But this new piece is not a theatre play, so its 
really a different thing. I did this piece three years ago 
at Angel Square called Five Floors, which was a big 



The other distinctive condition of installation is the 
fact that it's open to entry and exit at any point. *1 
don't care, I mean people stay five minutes, other 
people stay hours. It’s much more your individual 

them in contrast or in relationship so that they have a 

provocation. I would invite people to come and 
simply listen, because I have the feeling that many 
people don’t hear any more. Wherever you go, you 
have all this trash noise going on. Generally it's too 
much. Your brain blocks it off. So if there is 
something like an intention, that's the only intention, 
giving a chance to listen. I don't teach anybody to 
listen, I’m just giving a chance. I’m not the 

You can be there and experience the sensation of 
listening and looking." □ HG will be installed in the 
Clink Street vaults between 12 September and 15 1 1 


October. See Sounding Off for c 





Steve 

Williamson 


The long-awaited return of the master saxophonist 

Journey to truth 


Verve Forecast 526425-2 


Featuring thirteen new tracks on the sharpest e 


w jazz/rap/hip hop 


Out now on CD Available from | ourprice | 




As elder statesman oi 
conspiracies with Ber 


P-Funk, George Clinton refuses to dim with age. Here, he trades 
Watson, and tells how he triumphed over the big, bad record industry 
















The story of the first electronic instruments is as twisted and circuitous as their primitive, 
labyrinthine wiring. Mark Sinker goes in search of these often bizarre creations and their 
inventors, including the best known of all: Leon Theremin 
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drinks cabinet full of big light 



STRICTLY COMMERCIAL 

FRANKwZAPPA 


Featuring 
PEACHES EN REGALIA 
DANCIN’ FOOL 
BOBBY BROWN GOES DOWN 
VALLEY GIRL 


& 15 OTHER SONGS 
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED... 
ALL ON ONE RECORD 
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ON CD, CASSETTE & NUMBERED LIMITED EDITION DOUBLE VINYL 

















"a landmark album blending Cuban salsa, 

electronic minimalism, 

abstract drumming, drugs & sexual perversion" 

elec ^ Ip - cd OUt flOW 1? 


carl craig - scanner := balil 
urban tribe := terrace :: elegy 
russ gabriel :: max 404 :: b 1 2 
autocreation :: blue binary 
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Once viewed as the guru of Ambient music, Brian Eno is now hailed as a prophet of the digital 
revolution. In this extended interview; he talks to fellow musician Paul Schiitze about the 
vagaries of the new technologies he’s supposed to be championing 
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In 70s New York, Suicide's Martin Rev and Alan Vega were outsiders, electro-minimalists 
forging a nihilistic alliance of primal electronics and urban Americana. Story by Edwin Pouncey 
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Martin Rev performs two solo shows in the UK this month. See Sounding Off for details 






China’s rock und 
oppression, indiff 
such as Thng Dyn 
international. Rep 
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erground has only existed for a decade. In that time it has suffered 
irence and ridicule. Now, aided by globalised media networks, groups 
asty Compass and Overload are looking to go overground and 
art by Steven Schwankert 




















members of Black Panther say that one of their biggest problems i: 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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September’s choicest CDs and albums - 


• reviewed, revered, reviled 


September winners: 

King Crimson & Robert 
Fripp, Marcus Stockhausen, 
Derek Bailey & The Ruins 

Insoundcheck: 

Robert Ashley, Blue 
Humans, Ry Cooder, Miles 
Davis, Martin Denny, The 
Fall, Peter Frohmader; 
Henryk Gorecki, Peter 
Hammill, Andrew Hill, 
Roland Kirk, Loop Guru, 
Master Musicians Of 
Joujouka, Pete Namlook, 
Vidna Obmana, Jorge 
Reyes, JahShaka, Ronald 
Shannon Jackson, Yma 
Sumac, Ultramarine and 
more... 

In brief: 

Sprinting through the new 
Electronica.outrockand 
opera releases 
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Futuristic fiinkadelia 

Receive one year’s worth of Wires plus a P-Funk bonanza for just £25 


Bill LasweU’s latest all-star studio conflab pulls P-Funki 
on artists as diverse as George i 
Bemie Worrell, Sly & Bobbie, The Last 1 
Her, Robert Musso, Nicky Skopelitis; 
behemoth jam session. FREE with your new subscription to The Wire 
The Wire. Decode yourself, don’t barcode yourself. 


WIRE 


Hotline on 0171 734 3555 
















































FREE 17 Track CD 

with the October issue of THE WIRE 



An essential CD of cutting edge 90s music compiled specially for 
The Wire by Mute Records and featuring 17 exclusive tracks 

Artists featured include: Barry Adamson, Caspar Brotzmann, Diamanda Galas, Einstiirzende Neubauten, Fortran 
5, Gilbert/Hampson/Kendall, Holger Hiller, John Came, Laibach, Simon Fisher Himer, Mark Stewart, Mick 
Harvey Non, Panasonic, Piquet, Plastikman and Wire 


This CD will not be available in the shops, 
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• 4 New music books — read, raved about, routed 

P^Wi 
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music+video+games 


lisa gerrard 

Hgthe mirror pool* 

jHHi 

featuring the Victorian 


available on cd 


i gerrard plays the 
on chapel, london 
on I st October 


mega means more 


SASTORES 


















